What is Storm Water?

Storm water is water from precipitation that flows across the
ground and pavement when it rains or when snow and ice
melt. The water seeps into the ground or drains into what we
call storm sewers. These are the drains you see at street
corners or at low points on the sides of streets. Collectively,
the draining water is called storm water runoff.

Why is S{orm Wafer “Good Rain Gone Wrong?™
Storm water becomes a problem when it picks up debris,
chemicals, dirt, and other pollutants as it flows or when it
causes flooding and erosion of stream banks. Storm water
travels through a system of pipes and roadside ditches that
make up storm sewer systems. It eventually flows directly to a
lake, river, stream, wetland, or coastal water. All of the
pollutants storm water carries along the way empty into our
waters, too, because storm water does not get treated!

Pet wastes left on the
ground get carried
away by storm waier,
contributing harmful

bacteria, parasites and
\ viruses to our water.
Vehicles drip fluids (oii, grease,

gasoline, antifreeze, brake fluids,
etc.) onto paved areas where storm
water runoff carries them through
our storm drains and into our water.

Chemicals used to grow and maintain
beautiful lawns and gardens, if not
used properly, can run off into the
storm drains when it rains or when
we water our lawns and gardens.

Waste from chemicals and materials used in @N
construction can wash into the storm sewer \ \ P
system when It rains. Soil that erodes from J\
construction sites causes environmental . i\
degradation, including harming fish and (( I ({\"
shellfish populations that are important =

for recreation and our economy. S0
£ =

Where To Go To Continve $he Information Flow

Your community is preventing storm water pollution through a
storm water management program. This program addresses storm
water pollution from construction, new development, illegal dumping
to the storm sewer system, and pollution prevention and good
housekeeping practices in municipal operations. It will also continue
to educate the community and get everyone involved in making sure
the only thing that storm water contributes to our water is ...
water! Contact your community’s storm water management program
coordinator or the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection for more information about storm water management.

When It hains,
It Drains

Understanding Storm Water
and How W Can AcCect

Your Money, Satety, Heal{h,
and the Environmend

.

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
www.dep.state.pa.us
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Wa aan halp rain restom s raparstion
while protecting our health and ervironment
while seving manay for curselves and our

comrmunity. Keep reading to find out how ...
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Test Your S{orm Sewsar Sys{em Sawwy/
YWyhat dows the riorm seveer sysoam |ook lba In
your community! See F you cn ke which
Pt wre prt of te SO Jemee TTiaTL

bacomes s problem when pebuarts
e owrmnce, hevn care, ancd dog walkking are lof on the ground
for rain to wash oway. Here 2re some of the most Importart
WS 0o pravent sorm water pol kition:

Resforing Rain‘s Repuiation:
g EVeryse Cim Do Te Help
Rain by rature in impartant ke raplenishing drinking water

racreation, snd hidfty widifas hablcats. it ardy
from sur activiths le cor

Proparly diposs of emrdous substances such us used ol
cleaning supplies and palm—newer pour them down any
part of the Korm sewer sytim And rport anyons whe
doas.

Usa pasticides, fartikzers, and harbicides proparty and
aficendy @ prevet eces runed.

Lok for signs of ssil ind echar pe uterts, such us dabrts
and chermicals, lewving construction sftes In sorm water
runcdl or trackad inta roads by cortruction vehicies,
Rapart poorly mansged conrtruction sioes that could

storm watar runalt to your (San the
bach of this brodwre for contact |

Inetall Innovative storm water practices on rosldondhl

property, such a» rain barrele or rain gerdens, that cupturs
storm water and sap & on sk inecead of lacting it draln

mvuy Inco tha o™ SBET syFtem.

Raport sry discharpes frem eam water ouchils during
timee of dry westher—a oign et thare coukd ba a
probiem with the orm sewsr FyToRTL

Pick up diver pets and dispose of their waste properis. No
mathar whars pate raios 5 mase—Iin 8 beclgand oF at tha

watar runafl can cury pat waste from tha
lnd to the starm sewer systam to » stream.

Store materils et could pallute starm water Indoors
and ues continers for cutdoor soryge that do not rust
or lwak to oliminets expasures of ratecisls to storm vkl
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